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QUOTES FOR HEAD COACH JOSH HEUPEL, JOEY CONNORS, RICHIE GRANT,
NATE EVANS, WYATT MILLER, DARRIEL MACK, MICHAEL COLUBILAE,
GREG McRAE, GABRIEL DAVIS, AND TITUS DAVIS
Q. Coach, if maybe you could share with us how things have been going and how your team has been
enjoying the Valley of the Sun since we last spoke.
COACH HEUPEL: It's absolutely been a great experience for our players. All of the team activities have been
a lot of fun, an opportunity for our kids to get a chance to see a different part of the country than what they've
experienced, and have really enjoyed it, and as it's getting closer to kickoff, I know they're excited about the
opportunity to go play a great opponent as well.
Q. Josh, Greg McCrae, walk-on, his story is well-known. He's such a humble guy. Doesn't like talking
about himself. What stands out to you about Greg and what he's been able to do this year?
COACH HEUPEL: If you ask Greg, he'll start talking about all the other backs that are playing in the
backfield with him. Just a remarkable story. We got a chance to see him play a little bit the previous year on
tape. But since we started our off-season activities, he's the guy that has absolutely been the same guy every
single day, just as far as his energy when he walks into the building, his focus, and his preparation. You go into
the weight room, he goes about his business every single day. You go out in the meeting room, he's dialed in.
He's focused.
That's a big key to his success. You look at how he delivers our blockers to the second level, his ability to
create some of those open lanes, and then make people miss obviously from there. But he has a great
understanding of what we're doing offensively, our run schemes versus the fronts that he has seen them against,
and has great patience. And I think if you add all of those things up, that's why he plays at an elite level and
has had such a great year.
Q. Coach, talk about the matchup in the trenches and the assignments you get to do against their
offensive line and their defensive line, on both sides of the ball.
COACH HEUPEL: I think the line of scrimmage will be a big part of whoever is going to win this football
game. Their defensive line is big and thick inside, plays multiple fronts, but has the ability off the edge to really
get after the passer as well, when they get into some of the third-down packages.
For us, it's been about having balance offensively the entire year. We have to be able to run the football. We've
got to do a great job of handling some of the one-on-one matchups in our run game up front. And you've got to
continue to pound it for four quarters And understand that you're not going to bust it open early in the football
game against them. You have to continue to be great on your double-teams, and then our backs have to do a
great job of being vertical in their run assignments.
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Their offensive line, we have to stop the run. It's something that's going to be critical in this football game. For
us, it's important that we start fast in all three phases of the game.
But I think defensively, again, starting fast in this one, having great integrity as far as our gap assignments and
being able to punish the run game a little bit is going to be critical for us.
They do a good job of creating angles in their run game. I think their tight ends are a big part of their run game
as well. We've got to stop the quarterback and their running game.
Q. Coach, you preach the 1-0 philosophy all season long. The guys have really taken that to heart. You're
seeing that, [Darriel] Mack tweeted 1-0. For you, it is a common phrase to say. Where did that originate,
and how much pride do you take in your guys embracing this philosophy not just in football but in
everything that they do?
COACH HEUPEL: I think we take a lot of pride in the buy-in that we've gotten from our players. A big part
of that is giving them a voice in how we structured things coming in, in January and to try to create the type of
energy, the atmosphere that we want inside of our building every single day. I think you've got to give kids
ownership in that. That's why you hear them talk the way that they do. They believe in what we're doing.
It was unique in taking over a football team that had the success they had the previous year. How were we
going to create buy-in and get them to focus on the things that matter? We knew we were going to get
everybody's best shot throughout the course of this season. We needed to control the things that we
needed -- that we can control.
And for us, the 1-0 mantra, you know, it's about during the course of the season, too. You mentioned it with
D.J. (Darriel Mack), just what he tweeted out yesterday, but it really came down to our preparation every single
day, and that started in January. So that was one of the goals that our players set before them and they bought
into it.
Q. Coach, for those of us that haven't seen your team on a day-to-day basis, what was the toughest part
of the transition for you and a new coaching staff coming in and what was the easiest part of the
transition?
COACH HEUPEL: Easiest part is the love, the brotherhood that existed inside of our locker room. We got
there in December and started to get to know our players as they started coming into my office and just having
conversations with them. It is one of the things they talked about, and it is a huge key to our success. They love
being around each other, they love playing together, and play for one another, and have a great team chemistry.
That's been really important.
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The hardest part, I think it's -- whenever you take over a program, it's about creating a culture and creating a
buy-in on that culture. And so we had to do a great job of explaining why we were doing everything in our
program, from the way we train, the way we ate, what we were doing in our football philosophies in all three
phases of the game. We had to explain the "why."
And because we did a decent job of that, I think we had great buy-in early in the process, and that was
important for us in January and February, getting us kickstarted into spring ball and each phase as it unfolded
from there.
Q. Josh, I know they looked at your Missouri tape when you guys played them when you were there two
years ago. Have you checked that tape to see kind of flashbacks to what Ed [Orgeron] likes to run? And
are there any comparable teams you've faced?
COACH HEUPEL: I think at Missouri, that tape was from our first year there, taking over an offense, and our
skill players, our offensive line was so different. There's some similarities to that, but there's a lot of differences
as well. And from our run game to what we do, we're more multiple because we're further into our offensive
schemes than what we were in at Missouri in year one there. So there's some similarities, but I think it's
dramatically different because the personnel is so different across the board for both football teams.
Q. What do you think your success has meant not just to UCF fans but Central Florida and Orlando in
general?
COACH HEUPEL: The marketing brand from the beginning, when I was in the interview process, was
"Orlando's hometown team." I think the success that we've had over the last couple of years has driven and
created a ton of excitement surrounding our program. We have become the hometown team, and we take a lot
of pride in that.
But I think there's been a ton of exposure throughout the southeast area of the country in particular. It's affected
the way we're able to go out and recruit. You look at our stadium. I've coached in the Pac-12, Big 12, and SEC
conferences. There's not a better game-day environment than when you walk out of our tunnel and onto that
football field. We have a young, passionate, energetic fan base that is extremely excited about the future of this
program, and we are as coaches as well.
Q. Talking to your players yesterday, they said the tempo is obviously a big part of what you do. You
really dialed it up a notch from last year as far as the tempo goes. How does that play to your favor,
especially when a teammate has completed when it comes to their numbers defensively?
COACH HEUPEL: At the end of the day, tempo is a form of a weapon for us to try to create an advantage
during the course of play. It is not what we rely exclusively on, but it certainly is a big part of what we do.
For us, we're trying to create matchups and, in doing that, trying to tilt the advantage in our favor at the line of
scrimmage and trying to get people out of position.
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Q. You watched the Semifinal games. Notre Dame didn't put up much of a fight. Do you think your team
could have been more competitive against Clemson than that one?
COACH HEUPEL: I didn't get a chance to watch a lot of the Playoffs. I caught a little bit of the Notre Dame
game, the second half right there, and caught some clips of the last one last night.
We're confident in who and what we are as a football program and believe in our track record, what's happened
here the last couple of years. At the end of the day, our kids are really focused on the football game that's
before us in a couple of days. We're playing a great opponent. They have great players in all three phases of
their game. And we're looking forward to that opportunity.
Q. How does playing in a New Year's Six bowl like this impact the message of some of the guys you're
after?
COACH HEUPEL: Again, you're on the biggest stage in college football. You get an opportunity to continue
to create a brand. Your logo is going to continue to be recognized coast-to-coast. I think it is an opportunity for
guys that we're recruiting to see that we're going to play against great opponents and play on the biggest stages
and they're going to have an opportunity to go chase and do everything that they want to do in college football.
Q. What do you think has allowed this team to carry over last year's success to this year?
COACH HEUPEL: Again, I talked about it earlier in the press conference. I think the culture that resides
inside of our locker room is extremely important. Relationships that our coaching staff were able to form, we've
spent a ton of time with our players outside of the game of football, having an opportunity just to get to know
who and what they are as people. Those relationships allow you -- that when you instruct and coach on the
football side of it, they know that it's not just about football. I think they take the coaching in a different way.
So we put ourselves in a position to handle adversity because of the relationships that we have. We're all in
sync. We're all on the same page. And when you get 125 kids and coaching staff doing that, going in one
direction, you have an opportunity to be extremely successful.
Q. Could you speak to the confidence you have in Darriel [Mack] and the importance of him in a regular
season start as well as the big-stage start in a conference championship?
COACH HEUPEL: Yeah, I do think the opportunity that he had against East Carolina to get a start under his
belt before he came in as a replacement of McKenzie [Milton] against USF in the game on Thanksgiving right
there was critical in his development. He had purpose in his preparation before the East Carolina start. He had
urgency, but I think it went to another level, understanding it is tough to go out there and be successful and play
at a championship level.
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He didn't start for another three, four games there, but had great focus and preparation and continued to
improve.
I think you see the way we've called it offensively the last couple weeks with him being our starter. We have
great confidence in him as the coaching staff. We put the ball in his hands, allow him to go and make plays as a
passer and in the run game.
You can see, handling the adversity of the conference championship game being down, things not going perfect
early, he had a great look and confidence in his eye. The guys around him believed in him and continued to
compete. That's why you're able to come back and win a championship.
Q. You've been around this game since you were a child, going to your father's practices. Where does
this season and this team rank for you just in your experience around this game?
COACH HEUPEL: It is as much fun as I've had coaching the game, because we do have great energy inside
of our locker room. Best part of my day, every single day, is when I get an opportunity to go work with our
players. I believe it is the best part of their day, too. The run we've been on has been a lot of fun.
Enjoy working with our coaching staff every single day. Got a great group of guys that are about the right
things. They're great coaches, they're great teachers, but they're great men in life, that are impacting our young
people and our players in a positive way. This has been a fantastic run, and it's as fun as I've ever had in the ball
game.
Q. What do you think is the legacy of this senior class, considering this team was winless four years ago?
COACH HEUPEL: This program won, I think, six conference championships in 11 years to this place. I say
it's a one-year anomaly. You know what I mean? There was one year that was an outlier. This program has had
a tremendous amount of success over the last decade in part because of where we're located and the ability to
recruit great players.
If you look at the success of our university and the upward trend of our university, it is one of the most unique
and intriguing stories in college football, in my opinion, how young this program is but yet the amount of
success that it's had. Three New Year's Six bowl games in the last five or six years, I believe. Six conference
championships in the last 11.
It's the second largest university in the United States of America. The degree our players are walking out with
is very empowering. I think the legacy of this senior class is the legacy of being able to handle adversity,
creating great culture. It is about the process and loving their teammates and being able to go and chase and win
championships.
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Q. Coach, what has McKenzie Milton's impact been on preparation for the team, having him here this
week? Also, one of your assistant coaches mentioned yesterday he believes Milton will play football
again. Is that a universal belief among the coaching staff?
COACH HEUPEL: Absolutely. There's no doubt in my mind that McKenzie will be back on the football field
playing at a really high level. Traumatic injury. Everybody across the country saw that when it happened. He's
got a bunch of hurdles to still clear to get back on the football field. But everything that has unfolded has pretty
much been best-case scenario. He's well on his way back to rehabbing it and getting better and being in position
to eventually get back on the football field.
Him being here, he's a big part of who and what we are as a program. He's been a leader for us since I got here
in January. He was a big part of creating the buy-in. Him inside of our meeting room has been beneficial to D.J.
(Darriel Mack), to Quadry [Jones] and to Hayden [Kingston].
He's had some impact on the game plan as far as what we're doing. He's been engaged and involved in the
process. Him being able to be out here and share in this experience is important because he's a big part of our
success this season. He's been with our medical staff a lot, getting a lot of treatment, but been able to be out on
the practice field with us, typically riding around in a golf cart, but being engaged in the entire process for us.
So it's been a lot of fun having him here.
Q. In ten years' time, when people look back at what you guys have been able to do the last couple of
years, what do you think they'll remember about this team?
JOEY CONNORS: I think it is a very special team. It's not often that you see back-to-back undefeated seasons
with this win streak. When they pop up, ESPN shows stats, UCF is going to be up there. Senior class, passing
your class to the senior class will always be remembered in my mind.
The first thing that comes to my mind is just special. This group is probably the tightest group I've ever been
with. These are my brothers in that locker room, outside the locker room, off the field, on the field. This is
probably the tightest group I've ever been a part of.
Q. Is that what you want to be remembered for? When you guys get together in a ten-year reunion, what
do you want to remember about this team?
JOEY CONNORS: Just a team that came out every single week, was focused, determined, outcompeted,
outworked every single team we went against. Coach Heupel says all the time, in the classroom, on the field,
we have to compete. Those are the two words he loves to use. I think the last two years the biggest thing is the
work we've put in and how competitive you're being. It doesn't matter what conference, doesn't matter what
team we're playing. We're going to come out and we're going to compete 200%. And our goal is to go 1-0.
Q. You play against [Greg] McCrae in practice and stuff. Can describe Greg in a few words? What
stands out about Greg?
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JOEY CONNORS: The way he sets up his blocking. He'll start going one way, then all of a sudden he'll go
the other. He's patient. He's a real patient guy. He doesn't just go, and he's always patient. He lets his blockers
get in front of him.
During camp, going through camp, even last year, he was heading off 30- and 40-yard runs like it was nothing.
Last season he was doing it. He would break off 30-yard runs. This year he finally got his chance,and now look
what he's doing. 1,000-yard rusher. I'm proud of him. He earned a scholarship this camp. He might not be the
biggest or the fastest, but every single day he'll come to work. He's our starting running back but he still starts
on almost every special teams. That shows what you kind of guy he is.
Q. Do you guys have something to prove? Greg [McCrae] mentioned he wants to prove you guys feel
like it wasn't a fluke you won last year and the last two years. Do you feel like you have something to
prove?
JOEY CONNORS: In every game we've got, we've got something to prove. We have to take every game like
it is our last. If we get too comfortable and get too relaxed and get too cocky, that's when they'll come back and
get you. I think we for sure have something to prove. It doesn't matter what conference you play in, no matter
who we're playing, we have to go out and treat it like the biggest game of our career.
Q. Obviously you saw another SEC West foe in Auburn. They play a similar style on defense. Does that
help you guys in preparation, or do you forget that Auburn game and not put much stock into that?
RICHIE GRANT: We look forward all the time. I just say SEC has a brand, and I try to live up to that brand,
but we have our own brand also. We're going to do what we have to do.
Q. When you think back to LSU's record over the years and whatnot, what is the biggest takeaway that
you use to prep for this?
RICHIE GRANT: I would say just like you said. You said the right word, "preparation." You prepare the right
way, you'll have the opportunity to make plays that you need to make in order to get a win. But we're not really
overhyping it or underhyping it. We're going to go out there with our game plan and do what we need to do and
be focused on ourselves. I think we'll be all right.
Q. You're keeping the focus team-wise rather than outside.
RICHIE GRANT: Yes, sir. Always. You never want to start -- when you start looking outward, that's when
you start chasing unrealistic expectations and things like that.
You look inwards, competing against yourself, competing against your offense every day. You're getting a
good look from scout teams and things like that. You'll be prepared.
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Q. Over this year, school life and team life, how has it been for you this year?
RICHIE GRANT: School life has been really good. I think I almost ended up with a 4.0. That's the highest I
got. But life has been good. I think I'm maturing in this program as a player and as a person. It always feels
good to be on the upside rather than down low on the totem pole.
Q. Look beyond the end of your college career, what are we looking at? How focused are you on that
yet?
RICHIE GRANT: Of course. I've always been a guy to worry about my future and where I might be at. I don't
want to jump too far ahead, but of course I always think about what's next. I don't want to throw all my eggs in
one basket. I want to make sure I'm good wherever I am.
Q. What's your major?
RICHIE GRANT: Major right now is sports and exercise science.
Q. What does this game mean for you guys in terms of tenure, winning streak, taking this into the
summer? And your name brand has really grown in the last couple of years.
RICHIE GRANT: Personally, I want to take these games out with a W. I've been saying over and over to
these guys, that's who I came in under, and they took me under their wing. It helped me grow as a player, a
man, a lot as a person, too. Just looking out for me wherever they can.
Hopefully next year I can be in that role. I just want to get a W for those guys. They deserve it. They've been
through a lot. That 0-12 year, that was really stressful on them. To be able to battle back like that and show
good leadership and be on the streak we are right now, a W would be important.
Q. LSU's not known for being tremendously flashy on offense, but what are the challenges they present
for you guys going into this game?
RICHIE GRANT: They're pretty big up front. They've got a good size O-line. They're real easy outside on
receivers. I say just being sound in the run game and when it's time to put in and throw the ball, that we don't
get outleveraged, anything like that, that we don't get sucked up in a run and then get something thrown
overhead. Just being disciplined.
Q. You mentioned a little bit their wide receivers, some guys being 6'5", 6'7". Is that something you have
to be ready for?
RICHIE GRANT: It is a challenge as in you want to look at height difference or something like that. But
being a football player, I don't think it is a challenge at all. I'm a competitor. I want to compete with the best.
Those guys out there, 6'6", 6'7", you got to get that task done.
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Q. You don't get a chance to play these games very often, the Auburn game, the LSU game. There's
always the built-in excuse. They weren't into it as much as you were and stuff like that. In this case,
you're playing a very highly ranked team that wants to win, I think that's hungry. So this is kind
of -- you could really prove yourself in this game. Do you feel that?
RICHIE GRANT: I do feel like that. I just feel like games like these are big for this program, UCF, as a
whole, not just the football team. Solidifying our program and our conference in college football history.
It's kind of frustrating when you don't get a lot of recognition or whatever like that. We don't think about that
too much because all it will do is bring you down. We're as positive as we can be.
Q. Were you all on board with the "UCF, we're national champions" last year?
RICHIE GRANT: As a team, man, whatever is thrown our way, we are going to attack. We're going to own
up to that. We'll back it up.
Q. Do you know how to pronounce that?
NATE EVANS: Geaux nation.
Q. To the game tape, what flashes about this LSU team?
NATE EVANS: Physical. Big guys. Almost the same height as the offensive line, 6'5", 6'6'. So just watching
them on film, we just gotta come up -- be right with our communication and I feel like we'll be real good.
Q. What do you think you can bring that maybe they haven't seen all year? They talk about how the
styles are different and how your defense is different. What about y'all is going to give them fits?
NATE EVANS: We're a fast team on offense and defense. We've got guys who like to go hit like they have no
brain inside their head. So we're just going to come out playing fast and we're going to play physical. Hopefully
we'll bring that to the table, and it will give them a lot of problems.
Q. Being a linebacker, I'm sure you scoped out just a little bit of what Number 40 on the other team
looks like. What's your impression of Devin White?
NATE EVANS: Big guy. Big, fast guy. When he hits, he hits. He takes his anger out on whoever he hits. So
just watching him, I mean, he's real good. He gets to the ball. He has a nose for the ball. Like I said, he likes to
hit. So real, real good linebacker.
Q. What has Coach Heupel meant to this program, coming in as a first-year coach?
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WYATT MILLER: A great leader. A guy that is going to do whatever it takes to win. Somebody that cares
about his players and wants to build those relationships.
Q. How has the atmosphere around the program evolved over your time at UCF?
WYATT MILLER: So I think we've grown, we've gained a lot more notoriety since I've been here. When I
first got here, it was different. So I didn't know anything about UCF. The only thing I actually knew was that
they beat Georgia in the Liberty Bowl, and I think it was 2006. And so that was different for me.
And so since we've been here, it's changed a lot. We've been through some hard times. My true freshman year
here, we won a conference championship. That was my redshirt year. Next year we were 0-12, and that was my
first year playing. Immediately, your head goes to, "Oh, no," this is because of me, because I'm in my first year
playing, whatever. Then we kind of climbed out of that hole.
I think you gain a lot more respect for something when you build it yourself, when do you something yourself.
That's why this program is so special to me, so special to a lot of these guys on these podiums and guys who
have been here for four or five years, because we built this. This is something that we've been laying our body
on the line for five years now and guys before us that have laid the foundation to be where we are right now.
It doesn't happen without that culture that I was talking about, without guys that are willing to step up and say
something when something's wrong or if you mess a play up, "Hey, we're running that again." And that's part of
the culture we've built here, is we're going to do things the right way in whatever we're doing.
Q. What do you think is the legacy of this senior class?
WYATT MILLER: The legacy of the senior class -- what I would like the legacy of the senior class to be is
just resilience, a bunch of guys that are never going to quit. I think you've seen that this year. The couple of
times that we've gotten down, no matter how far down we are. No matter what's going on, we're not going to
lay down. We know we're not out of it. It is important for us to have that mentality. A bunch of fighters. A
bunch of guys that will get it.
Q. It helps to have the big playmakers around you. So obviously offensively you guys have multiple
weapons. How does that impact the defense that LSU plays against you guys?
DARRIEL MACK: Well, just having the weapons that we have, Gabe [Davis], Tre [Nixon] Greg [McCrae],
A.K. (Adrian Killins), any of them guys, just having a balance of both. Hand it off. Go for 70 or go for 80. You
know what I'm saying?
Q. Personally for you as the quarterback, what's been your focus throughout the week mentally, getting
yourself prepared for the LSU team?
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DARRIEL MACK: Just being in the film room. Just trying to go out there and make plays where plays needed
to be made, not trying to do too much, anything like that.
Q. Going 1-0, the big mantra for the school, for this team, how have you taken that personally into your
life and your preparation, everything you've done?
DARRIEL MACK: You know, going 1-0, that can apply to anything that we have here, and everyday life.
Waking up, going 1-0, brushing your teeth or anything like that. Taking it one step at a time, whether it is in
life or whether it's in football.
Q. What you have seen from Darriel [Mack] in bowl preparation? I know McKenzie's [Milton] been
hurt, but obviously he's been assisting with him. What do you see from Darriel, and what you are seeing
from his maturity?
MICHAEL COLUBIALE: His maturity has been amazing. He's matured so much more. It is kind of night
and day from him going from the preparation he did to the conference championship to now. He's just handled
himself so maturely and has leadership skills have definitely grown a lot. It is nice to see a lot of the team rally
around him, and he knows that we have his back and he has our back.
Q. What have you seen from the LSU defense? I know they're missing a couple of big names but Devin
White, probably top-ten draft pick. He made some interesting comments yesterday saying the national
championship talk was a joke. What do you see in their defense, and how do you plan to tackle them?
MICHAEL COLUBIALE: Very have a strong defense even without the guys not playing this game. They're
an SEC offense. They're going to be deep, and they're going to be talented. They're fast. They're physical. It is
probably going to be one of the best defenses we've seen all year. Watt we're going to be ready for it. We had a
long time to prepare for them, so it is going to be a great game.
Q. What's the funnest thing you guys have done out here? You've been out here for a few days.
MICHAEL COLUBIALE: It has been fun. We went to hike Camelback Mountain the other day. It was really
fun. The scenes we saw were just amazing. A lot of the guys got out there and realized how hard hiking was. It
was my first time, too, but I recommend it.
Q. You guys went to Topgolf, too? Who's the best golfer on the team?
MICHAEL COLUBIALE: Best golfer on the team is pretty hard. Jake Hescock is pretty good. Alex Harris,
81, is pretty good.
Q. Tight ends are good?
MICHAEL COLUBIALE: I'm pretty good. I'm not the best, but I'm pretty good.
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Q. What do you think is the most moving or emotional thing as far as the way the community's
responded to the team? Anything that stands out to you?
GREG McCRAE: Just the fact that they traveled with us. At away games, they're there every week. It is
amazing to see the section of UCF fans out there. For them to be happy and see them is amazing. I love making
people smile.
Q. It sounds like you still are trying to get that respect. Is that how you would characterize it?
GABRIEL DAVIS: Yeah. Every game we're out to prove something. We love playing together. We've got
each other's back. We're family.
Q. What's so good about your back-up quarterback? Talking to everyone, they say there's no change
between the two.
GABRIEL DAVIS: One's bigger than the other.
Q. How has this bowl experience been for you, and have you ever imagined yourself in this position?
GABRIEL DAVIS: Honestly, I've always dreamt about things like this, but being here is a total pleasure.
Q. What you have enjoyed so far about being in Arizona for the Fiesta Bowl? Have you ever been to
Arizona before?
TITUS DAVIS: I've never been to Arizona before. The thing I most enjoyed was just being out here with these
guys. I think the game room at our hotel is really awesome. I got in a boxing thing -- the game is called Creed.
You actually box with the headset and it is crazy. Pretty weird. That was really fun.
Q. What else have you done since you've been here besides practice?
TITUS DAVIS: Topgolf was really fun. Topgolf was awesome. But most of all, just being out with these guys.
We can go anywhere, we can do anything. It will be fun because all of these guys have great personalities and
they're very funny.
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